Abstract: A new species of morning glory from southwestern Mexico, Ipomoea cuprinacoma (Convolvulaceae), is described. The species is assigned to Ipomoea series Arborescentes with other stout lianas and trees, and distinguished from I. populina on the basis of slender stems, canescent peduncles and leaf blades, exclusively axial inflorescences, and long, pale-coppery seed hairs.
Ongoing plant collection programs of the Instituto de Ecologia in Patzacuaro, Mexico, continue to uncover new species from southwestern Mexico. A morning glory that ranges from J alisco to eastern Guerrero, Ipomoea Ipomoea populina House primo adspectu maxime simili, sed caulibus apicem versus gracilibus, 1-2 mm latis, canis, laminis infra canis vel dense puberulis, sepalis inaequalibus, coma cuprina seminibus differt.
LIANAS twining, trailing, robust; stems ligneous, branching, 2-14 m long, to 5-7 cm wide at base, 1-2 mm at tips, new growth canescent, old growth glabrous or scarcely pubescent, striate, sparingly papil-
lose. LEAVES simple, petiolate; petioles 2.6-11 cm long, 1-2 mm in diameter, tomentose, tomentulose or sparsely pubescent; blades ovate or ovate-elongate, (4.5-) 7-14 (-19) cm long, 4.0-10.5 cm wide, entire, acuminate at apex, truncate or cordate at base, chartaceous, green and densely to sparsely pilose above, canescent or densely pilose below, the hairs simple, T-shaped, 3 or 4-branched. CYMES axillary, simple, mono-or dichasial, flowers 1-5; peduncles 0.3-5.5 cm long, 1-2 mm in diameter, smooth or striate, canescent during inception, becoming glabrous and lignescent during anthesis and fruition, secondary peduncles 0.3-1.2 cm long, 1-2 mm in diameter; pedicels 0.5-2.5 cm long, 1-2 mm in diameter during anthesis, elongating and thickening somewhat (ca. 3 mm in diameter) during fruition, canescent during inception, becoming glabrous during anthesis and fruition. FLOWERS diurnal; sepals unequal, persistent in fruit, ovate or broadly elliptic, outer 5.5-8 mm long, 4-6 mm wide, inner 8-12 mm long, 6-9 mm wide, with apex obtuse or truncate, glabrous, coriaceous, and with margins entire, scarious; corolla infundibular, 5.5-8 cm long, tube 3.5-5.0 cm long, the base constricted, 6-8 mm in diameter, the throat 1.8-2.5 cm in diameter (in a pressed condition), white with a broad purple collar inside, glabrous, limb white, slightly 10-lobate, plical zones glabrous, interplical zones sparingly pubescent; stamens unequal, included, 1.6-3.l cm long, basally pubescent; style 3.4-4.2 cm long, glabrous; stigma subglobose, bilobate. FRUIT a broadly ellipsoid capsule, 1-1. 7 (-2) mm long, 0.8-1.2 cm wide, 2-locular,
4-valvate, drying brown, lignescent, glabrous, the base of style persistent on apex until dehiscence; seeds ( 4)7-12 mm long, ellipsoid-triangulate, glabrous, brown, bearing long hairs on outer margins, comas 1-1.4 cm long, shiny, pale brown or copper. (McDonald, 1991 (McDonald, , 1992 McDonald and Mabry, 1992) , suggesting that I. cuprinacoma and other lianas of the complex, such as I. populina and I. praecana House, may represent ancestral members of the group. The new species is most similar to I. populina on the basis of its thickened basal stems to 7 cm diameter, ovate leaves, simple axillary cymes, glabrous sepals, white corollas with purple-pigmented tubes, and ellipsoid-triangulate seeds that present long hairs along their outer margins. The new species is distinguished from I. populina, however, by slender incipient stems (1-2 mm in diameter), leaf blades that are canescent or densely sericeous below, canescent primordial peduncles and pedicels, and exclusively axial inflorescences (Fig. 1) . Seed hairs of the new species are also distinguished by their palecoppery sheen, hence the species epithet, cuprinacoma ('copper-colored hair'). In contrast, new stem growth of I. populina is more fleshy and robust, the tips from 2-4 mm in diameter, and maintaining a chlorophyllous, glabrous or glabrescent condition. Ipomoea populina also presents laminas that are glabrous or only sparingly pubescent above and below, incipient peduncles and pedicels that are glabrous or sparingly pubsecent (never canescent), flowers that are born terminally and in leaf axils, and white seed hairs.
As presently known, Ipomoea cuprina- DECEMBER, 2004 coma occurs sporadically from Jalisco to western Guerrero (Fig. 2) . The southernmost limits of the new species approach the western-most limits of I. populina, the latter of which ranges from western Guerrero to Nicaragua (McPherson, 1981) . Ipomoea cuprinacoma is found in mountainous habitats from 1000-1900 m, and usually occupies tropical deciduous forests that are dominated by Acacia, Bursera, Ceiba, Cordia, Heliocarpus, and Lysiloma, or tropical deciduous oak forests that are ecotonal with this vegetation type.
